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languages as a direct expression of his thought and feeling. Vocal train- 
ing secures a physical equipment, but vocal expression is as much a 
development and requires as much exercise of the mental powers as 
the writing of good English. 

But though the views of delivery are inadequate here, they are 
worse in Germany, and this book proves that Germany is the last place 
in the world to which a student should go who desires to become a prac- 
tical and effective preacher. With all its accumulated and pretended 
learning, it proves the absolute misconception of the preacher's func- 
tions among the great Germans and German-trained scholars which 
today gives the standard in all our theological schools and universities. 
The real problem of delivery is not touched. To read such a work and 
to study and practice its exercises would work more harm than good. It 
is fifty years behind the times in America. Its point of view is wrong ; 
its realization of the needs of the preacher, like the theological schools 
of our time, is essentially, so far as the development of the practical 
preaching power of the man is concerned, on the wrong track. The 
student who longs to develop himself as a scholar may find help in 
Germany ; but the one who longs to develop himself as a preacher 
should carefully avoid the German universities and their influence. 
The contempt of scholars for any scholarly treatment of the subject 
of delivery has long been to me a cause of the greatest wonder. Does 
this book furnish a key ? Is it because our standards of scholarship 
come from Germany ? 

S. S. Curry. 

Boston, Mass. 

Sermons and Addresses. By Robert Flint, D.D., LL.D., Pro- 
fessor of Divinity in the University of Edinburgh. New 
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp.333. $2.50. 

This volume contains twenty-four sermons and two addresses. The 
sermons are upon such subjects as "Christian Unity," "The Chief 
Good," " Nonconformity to the World," " Christ Suffering for Sins," 
etc. It thus appears that they are devoted to great themes. The style 
is simple, clear, and pure ; the substance of the discourses is strictly 
evangelical ; and the spirit is devout, sincere, and beautiful. These 
sermons are of a high order homiletically, and have suggestive and 
devotional worth alike for preacher and people. 

The two addresses are devoted to " Christianity in Relation to Other 
Religions," and " Some Requirements of a Present-Day Apologetics." 
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The former concludes that the ethnic religions can only be under- 
stood when viewed in relation to Christianity, and that Christianity 
cannot be fully understood unless viewed in relation to those religions. 
The latter insists that Christian apologetics should have absolute 
truthfulness of spirit, a Christo-centric point of view, due regard 
for the historical as well as the ideal element in Christianity, confi- 
dence in scientific method and in true philosophy as an ally, and 
adaptedness to present-day conditions of thought and life. It is a 
notable address. 

George B. Foster. 
The University of Chicago. 



The Place of Immortality in Religious Belief. A Discourse. By J. 
Estlin Carpenter, M.A. (London : Philip Green, 1898; pp. no; is.) 
This discourse was printed in part in the New World for December, 
1897, and is now reproduced with some additions. As the author 
acknowledges, the argument in its affirmations and negations will 
not probably satisfy any person. Yet everyone can gain some help 
from it. It is conceived in the light of the new knowledge and special 
attitudes of our own time. The forcible and moving evidences for 
immortality are seen to lie in the implications of the human and the 
divine nature rather than in the conditions and experiences of this life. 
It has seemed to us that sometimes the author confounds everlasting 
life with immortality. Indeed, he nowhere tells us plainly what he 
means by immortality. The literary expression of the thoughts, with 
its studied, suggestive vagueness and frequent questions left without 
answer, is admirably adapted to the theme. After all, faith alone is the 
proper organ for apprehending this vision, and he that believes and 
loves God has entered into the secret of immortality. — The Religion of 
Time and the Religion of Eternity : being a Study of certain Relations 
between Mediaeval and Modern Thought. By Philip H. Wicksteed, 
M.A. (London: Philip Green, 1899; pp. 108; is.) No one who 
takes up this little book will lay it down till he has devoured it. Apart 
from a few paragraphs addressed to Unitarians, to whom it was deliv- 
ered as the Essex Hall lecture for 1899, it is a message to every one of 
us. That message, to be sure, is couched in a critical form, fearlessly 
impugning many beliefs, perhaps conventions, which we are wont to 
take as established facts. But the gist of the thought emphasized is 
this : " Progress" is not the only word, not the best word. "Attain- 
ment " is better. The former has the mark of time. The latter belongs 



